
The Power of Yet 

I am honored today to address you, the 2017 graduating class of 

Marlborough High School. Although I spent many years both 

substituting and teaching Latin in Room 338 and occupied Mr. 

Bishop’s office as an Assistant Principal for a year, I do not know 

as many of you as I would like nor do you know me.   

Yes, I am that person behind the decision to call a snow day (or 

not) and you have come to realize that the odds of me calling a 

snow day rank up there with scoring Hamilton tickets on 

Broadway.  Cheers to you, Melchi, for reminding me how much 

the seniors love my snow day calls! 

 



Today I want to read to you from a children’s book.  No lofty 

platitudes or admonishments to go forth and change the world, 

just a simple tale of perseverance, passion, acorns, and the power 

of yet. 

Published in November and already sold out, Flying High by New 

England Patriot Julian Edelman, tells the story of Jules, a squirrel 

who one Fall day looks down from his branch and sees an 

amazing sight –  not the usual acorns but a football is in the grass 

on the edge of the field.  He picks it up, hugs it close and says, ‘I 

NEED to play; I HAVE to play; I WILL play.’  When he runs 

onto the field, however, and asks to join the game the eagle says, 

‘You’re too weak.’ The buffalo says, ‘You’re too slow.’ The bear 

https://julianedelman.com/products/flying-high-book


says, ‘You’re too small.’  A discouraged Jules then meets a 

“GOAT” named Tom who offers motivating words about hard 

work paying off.  ‘You have to work hard,’ says Tom. ‘Working 

hard leads to success.’ (Now, if anyone should know, this 

‘GOAT’ certainly does!)  Jules suffers another setback but 

eventually works his tail off before being called into the game by 

a wise owl who bears a striking resemblance to a certain Patriots 

coach. He is handed a No. 11 jersey and scores the winning 

touchdown with an amazing catch (with his little red gloves on). 

The animals lift Jules to their shoulders and carry him off the field 

and the next morning he gets up early. ‘I can’t wait till the next 

game,’ he says.  ‘Time to work out!’ 



At a base level, Edelman wrote the book because he has a little 

girl and viewed this as an outlet to provide children something 

they could easily read and from which they could potentially 

derive some value. On a deeper level, Edelman’s motivation 

comes from a desire to send a message.  Edelman said, 

‘Hopefully little kids see this with the message of work hard, be 

relentless, chase your talent, and chase your dream, even if you 

have not achieved it yet.’ 

Thanks, Julian, but this is not just a message for little children.  

Dear graduates, you have not graduated from college – yet.  

(Technically you have not even graduated from high school yet.) 

You are not a fashion designer – yet.  You are not a nurse – yet.  



You are not a video producer – yet.  You are not a coder – yet. 

You are not a professional musician – yet. You are not a teacher 

– yet.  You are not a hedge funder – yet. You are not a small 

business owner – yet.  You have not written a novel – yet. You 

are not a military officer – yet.  This class is made up of 233 ‘yets’! 

On Thursday when you marched proudly through your middle 

and elementary schools clad in caps and gowns, you showed our 

younger students in a very tangible and visible way the ‘power of 

yet.’  

Push through rejection, work hard, and succeed despite the doubts 

of those around you and even yourself. One day you will dive 



toward your goal with a touchdown, if you believe in the power 

of yet. Congratulations to you all on this special day! 


